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A LETTER FROM YOUR NEW PRESIDENT
Hello fellow R6'ers! A new season of riding,
visiting, meeting new and old friends is just
around the corner. It was good to see everyone
at the R6 convention in Lincoln, Nebraska.
Kristi Chapman-Webb and crew did an
outstanding job! At the General meeting on
Saturday we had election of new state
representatives, with yours truly be elected for
Kansas R6. I then was elected as president for
R6 board. I feel that I have some big shoes to fill,
as Kim Downing has done a wonderful job this

past year. Thank you, Kim for your dedication.
Also we need to thank each and every one of the
members of our board as they have our best
interest in mind. We have several opportunities
in the next year to showcase our Region. We
host the Championship Challenge at Whispering
Pines this fall and will be hosting the National
Convention next February. Mike Wallis is
chairing the National Convention with help from
several other members of the board. He will need
more help as time get closer to the convention so
please volunteer if you can. If you have any
concerns or ideas that can make this sport and
our Region better, please contact a board
representative. This is going to be another great
year in the sport of NATRC so lets all go have
fun, enjoy life, and ride.
See you on the trails,
Ty McCullough
P.S. WHOOP & RIDE!!!!!

PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU READ YOUR
ENTRY INFORMATION CORRECTLY
If you do not send the correct deposit you are
not official entered. Also if you do not fill out
your check correctly you are not entered

Ride note: Saturday lunch will be on the trail
at the benefit ride

The next membership meeting will be at
Dave’s Fall Fiesta ride in September
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Hawaiian Lau theme and many member
dressed in fun theme attire.
The presentations were abley emceed
by Dick Webb. Region 6 awards and a
myriad of National were presented. The
evening was culimated with the annual
auction which raises funds for the
management of the Region.
What was the best thing about convention?
Why the opportunity to see all our horse
pals!

REGION SIX CONVENTION
By Cheri Jeffcoat
What is the very best thing about our
annual region convention?
Why, seeing all our friends for the first
time since the last ride!
On Friday night, the hospitality room was
on fire! Plenty of shrieks and hugs, the
buzz of everybody catching up on news.
The obvious joy of everybody anticipating
the upcoming season was a wonder to see.
And the Nebraska team manning the
room went all out of food and beverage.
Even making frozen fancy drinks......the
blender was roaring.

October 07, 2001

Emergency Management Warning 21
West Nile Virus Positive Bird Reported in Missouri
The State of Missouri has reported the finding of West Nile
virus (WNV) in five dead crows collected in the St. Louis
area. Presence of WNV in the crows was confirmed by the
U.S. Geological Survey's National Wildlife Health Center in
Madison, Wisconsin.
This is the first-ever detection of WNV in Missouri and almost
certainly indicates local transmission of the virus. No human
or equine cases of WNV infection have yet been detected in
Missouri.
More information on WNV including links to State and local
WNV web pages is available on the APHIS website at:
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/oa/wnv/index.html

Saturday registration went smoothly and
the famous door prize drawing started and
continued through out the day. The
agenda started with Dr. Smalley
discussing First Aid for our horses when
traveling and on the trail. Since he
owns horses and travels his ideas and
suggestion were timely and practical.

If you have any questions, please contact the USDA, APHIS,
Veterinary Services, Emergency Programs staff at 301-7348073, 800-940-6524, or EMOC@USDA.GOV.
Please forward this information to other Federal, State
and industry counterparts as necessary.

Our next speakers were Ann Henneman RD
and Joyce Jensen led off with a quiz on
human food safety with prizes for the
winners. The general consensus was that
we probably didn't know as much about it
as we thought! It was a fun quiz with
common sense ideas. If you learned
nothing else, keeping your hands clean
and your food area clean was
demonstrated.

First West Nile Virus Vaccine For Horses Released
by Stephanie L. Church
Date Posted: 8/1/01 5:21:17 PM
Last Updated: 8/2/01 8:20:54 PM

Our final speaker, Dale VanVleck spoke on
color genetics of horses. A speaker with
a dry sense of humour and plenty of
pictures to illustrate his points. We
learned many factors to consider
when instituting a breeding program for
color.
The general meeting of the Region 6
membership included the annual election
for seats on the Region Board of
Directors.

The equine industry called out for a way to protect its
horses from the deadly neurological disease West Nile
virus (WNV), and researchers and federal authorities
responded.
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)
and Fort Dodge Animal Health announced Wednesday,
Aug. 1, the approval and release of the very first WNV
vaccine for horses. The virus had already begun to
appear in horses in the panhandle of Florida. This is the
southernmost and earliest onset of equine cases in the
three years since the virus first appeared in the Western

The Saturday evening awards banquet had a
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the first of November. The vaccine price should remain
in the ballpark of the costs of routine equine vaccines.

Hemisphere. To be conditionally licensed, the vaccine
had to meet federal standards of purity, safety, and
reasonable expectation for efficacy. Each state will have
to give approval for the vaccine's use, and most states
have conditionally licensed products available only
through a veterinarian.

"The USDA was extremely proactive in working with this
particular organism," added Overbay. "They recognized
the seriousness (of WNV) to the horse industry, and
were extremely diligent in their efforts to review data and
to expedite (the requests) of companies that are working
on the vaccine.

West Nile virus hit the northeastern United States in
1999, baffling public health officials and epidemiologists
when it killed birds, horses, and humans. Officials are
still not sure how the disease was introduced in the
United States, but they believe after studying the genetic
makeup of many virus samples it was a single
introductory occurrence. The virus is spread by the bite
of an infected mosquito and harbored by birds. West Nile
virus killed 36% of its diagnosed equine victims in 1999,
and 38% in 2000.

"Because of the speed with which the USDA has
approved this vaccine, the initial supplies will be
somewhat limited," Overbay explained. "We recognize
the importance of this vaccine in protecting horses, so
we're going to produce vaccine as quickly as possible,
recognizing that we want to provide two things -- a
quality product, and production in an environment that is
safe for our production department." Since the virus is a
human pathogen, Fort Dodge employees adhere to strict
guidelines in handling the agent in its live form.

Officials hope the vaccine will give veterinarians the
upper hand in preventing the appearance of equine
cases, which typically do not occur until late summer or
early fall. (Learn more about the history of WNV in this
country at
http://www.thehorse.com/news/index_westnile.html).

The obvious question is will the vaccine it prevent WNV
in horses? Overbay explained that the vaccine has been
shown to stimulate an immune response in the animal
against the virus. "Whether the immune response that is
stimulated is the correct immune response to prevent the
disease, that's something continual testing will answer
for us," he said. Proof of an immune response has been
used to grant full approval to other equine vaccines used
to prevent Eastern/Western/Venezuelan encephalitis,
and this represents the same criteria in approving
human vaccines.

Ernest W. Zirkle, DVM, New Jersey's state veterinarian,
explained that roughly 100 doses of the experimental
WNV vaccine were released in early summer to
practitioners in his state and seven other states that had
experienced the virus in horses in 1999 or 2000. The
vaccine didn't have any adverse affects in these tests for
safety. "If the practitioners were really having problems
with it, we would have heard about it, so it seemed to go
smoothly," said Zirkle.

Horses affected by parasites or suffering from
inadequate nutrition cannot mount as strong an immune
response against WNV as horses which are healthy and
on a good preventive health care program.

"(When testing a vaccine for safety) we look at
everything from lumps and bumps post-vaccination, to
more serious reactions such as stiffness, lethargy, loss
of appetite, or anything out of the ordinary," explained
Tom Overbay, DVM, Director of Professional Services at
Fort Dodge Animal Health. "We definitely have a product
that does no harm. We certainly don't want unrealistic or
unreasonable fear of the virus; we want horse owners to
use a product because they think it is good medicine."

Only time will tell whether this vaccine will be a solution
to the problem of disease in horses caused by
WestNilevirus.
For Sale: Dazzlin Bay (Daz), 4 year old Spanish
Mustang 14 hands, big bone. Will be shown in a

The killed vaccine consists of a two-dose initial series of
injections given intramuscularly. The vaccine is a "first
generation" product, meaning that other approaches are
already in the works to provide a vaccine that will allow
better differentiation between horses naturally exposed
to WNV and horses which have been vaccinated for the
virus. According to industry sources, there should be
25,000 doses of the vaccine immediately available, and
4,000 more available at the first of September. In midSeptember, Fort Dodge should release another 200,000
doses of the vaccine, followed by a possible 600,000 by

dressage show April 20 by an 11 year old boy. Will do
his first CTR at the benefit $2800 contact Kim Downing

We’re really living in an automated society. It
seems that whenever a traffic signal turns green,
it automatically activates the horn of the car
behind you.
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2001 Region 6 Awards

6

Marianne Van Sciver

62

6

Open Heavyweight Horse
Country's Prime Time/William Hinkebein
Impressives Red Hickory Kat/Todd Powell
Perfection's April StarlighttRoberta Bedsworth
Heartez/Bill Scriven
Cherokee’s War Paint/Babefte Malony &
Darrell Hinkebein
Nejam El Sudan/Marianne Van Sciver

1
2
3
4
5
6

Open Lightweight Horsemanship
Mary Anna Wood
118
Kristi Chapman
112
Elizabeth Kendall
96
Lucy Hirsch
84
Michelle Berry
58
Trish Cleveland
54

1
2
3
4
5
6

Open Lightweight Horse
Elmer Bandit/Mary Anna Wood
Winchester Charrn/Lucy Hirsch
NASDAQ/Kristi Chapman
Deacon's Dolly/Trish Cleveland
Impressive Kat KPH/Klare Chapman
Mastergate/Michelle Berry

1
2
3
4
5

Open Junior Horsemanship
Stephanie Peterson
Melinda Sadler
Adam Young
Diana Sadler
Katie Boyce

104
72
56
50
16

1
2
3
4
5

6

Scott Hinkebein

12

6

OpenJunior Horse
Spring Kajarifa/Stephanie Peterson
Rita/Melinda Sadler
How Bout Irish/Diana Sadler
Midnight/Adam Young
Hickory's Chillicothe Express/Scoft Hinkebein
& Andrew Maloney
Adaam/Katie Boyce

1
2
3
4
6
6

Novice Heavyweight Horsemanship
David Spilker
134
Ty McCullough
102
Vickie White
94
Jim Ward
54
Richard Webb
48
Jerry Weber
44

1
2
3
4
5
6

Novice Heavyweight Horse
NC Elbey Elegance/David Spilker
Razonn Brook Bonfire/Ty McCullough
Cervantes/Vickie White
Honey's Country Treat/Richard Webb
Impressive Copy KH/Mike Jones
Commander Easy Goer/Mike Motley

124
100
66
56
44
42

I
2
3
4
5
6

Novice Lightweight Horsemanship
Debbie McCullough
152
Christine Motley
82
Kay Stich
66
Dana Esbensen
48
Cheryl Weber
32
Linda Shaw
28

I
2
3
4
5
6

Novice Lightweight Horse
Cheyennet/Debbie McCullough
Chaccot/Christine Motley
Nellie Ruth/Dana Esbensen
Pulses Easter Star/Kay Stich
Lonesome Dove/Lea FaIck
Black Magic's Powder Hom/Cheryl Weber

114
110
50
44
42
34

1
2
3
4
4
5

Novice Junior Horsemanship
Kate Smith
Julie Mruz
Caroline Mueller
Trent Ries
Laurie Roeser
Kandice Kerner

1
2
3
4
5
5

Novice Junior Horse
KCS Lil Skipper/Kate Smith
Skip A Head Festus/Julie Mruz
Diamond/Laurie Roeser
Nevada Gold/Trent Ries
Chardonnay/Caroline Mueller
Star/Kyle Roeser

I
2
3
4
5

Open Heavyweight Horsemanship
William Hinkebein
108
Bill Scriven
.92
Roberta Bedsworth
84
Babette Malony
76
Todd Powell
66

92
36
26
22
22
16

1
2
3
4
5

122
86
80
78
66
56
130
104
98
88
46
42
118
68
54
52
20
14

94
46
20
16
12
12

REGION SIX RALLY
MARCH/2002
6

Kyle Roeser

12

6
6

Competitive Pleasure Homemanship
1 Mike Colby
136
2 Mary Colby
84
3 Maggie Spilker
74
4 Mary Pat Smith
72
5 Christine Wallis
68
6 Jerry Weil
44
6 Cheri Jeffcoat
44

Doncha Luv Penny/Sandy Stich
Queen Of Country/Kandice Kerner
Competive Pleasure Horse
1 Razonn Cody/Mike Colby
2 Razonn Trail Dancer/Mary Colby
3 Baskailisa/ Maggie Spilker
4 Frog’s Knight/Christine Wallis
5 Christians Prince/Betsy O’Shea
6 Kerry Blue/Jerry Weil

8
8
126
96
88
80
64
48

High Point Combination Awards
Novice Junior
Kate Smith & KCS Ul Skipper 186

Novice
Debbie McCullough & Cheyenne

266

Open Junior
Stephanie Peterson &
Spring Kajarifa

Open
Mary Ann Wood & Elmer Bandit

248

222

Competitive Pleasure
Michael Colby & Razon Cody 262

Region 6 Worker Awards
Region 6 is pleased to acknowledge and congratulate our workers.
High Point Workers in 2001
1. Ruth Mesimer
805
2. Martha Kunkle
750
3. Carol Roberts
400
4. Sharon Koch
385
5. Elizabeth Braznell
250
If you submitted points and your
name is not on this list, you may
not have had enough points for
the next step in awards.
**Worker with the highest total points
in Region 6.
* Worker with the second highest
total points in Region 6.

Name
Prior
**J.R. Kendall
*Chuck Edwards
#Carol Roberts
4,880
#Ruth Mesimer
1,490
Martha Kunkle
575
#Kristi Chapman 1,210
#Florence Banks 1,080
Joe Taylor
675
Dick Webb
275
Becki Jackson
275
Sharon Koch
Mike Wells
175
Elizabeth Braznell
Gary Cleveland

2001 Points
400
805
750
50
240
240
200
385
150
250
150

Total Points
16,585
12,925
5,280
2,295
1,325
1,260
1,080
915
515
475
385
325
250
150

# Workers that submitted points for prior years. Points were added to your prior point total.

Region 6 2001 Trail Masters
Rendezvous
Steve Lindsey

Indian Cave
Chuck Edwards

Sand Ridge Forest
Frank Bowman

Kansas Flint Hills
Duane Daily

Cedar Creek
Lucie Hess

Diamonds in the Rough
John and Marianne Seibert

Brushy Creek Sink or Swim
Terry Bowman

Whispering Pines
Jackie Hathhorn

Brushy Creek Sink Or Swim
Beth Aswegan

EKAHA Hill & Dale
Mary McDivitt

Region Six Benefit
Lucie Hess

Dave Smith Fall Fiesta

Rock Creek Station

Kansas Flint Hills
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Martha Kunkle

Dave Spilker

2001 NATIONAL CHAMPIONS
Country’s Prime Time/Bill Hinkebein
NASDAQ/Kristi Chapman
Elmer Bandit/Mary Anna Wood
Spring Kajarifa/Stephanie Peterson
Heartz/Bill Scriven
Winchester Charm/Lucie Hirsch
Rita/Melinda Hirsch Sadler
Deacons Dolly/Trish Cleveland
NATIONAL AND MILEAGE AWARDS WILL
BE IN YOUR NEXT HOOF PRINTS

DIAMOND OF THE YEAR:
VICKIE WHITE

Olivia Huddleston

This is fun, but you’ll need a calculatorTake the number of the month you were born
-Multiply by 4
-Add 13
-Multiply by 25
-Subtract 200
-Add the day of the month on which you were born
-Multiply by 2
-Subtract 40
-Multiply by 50
-Add the last two digits of the year in which
you were born
-Subtract 10,500
Notice anything funny about your answer?

HELMET AWARD
Carol still needs sponsors for the
following rides:
Benefit ride
Sand Ridge
Missouri Waltz
Brushy Creek
Kanopolis Canyon
Dave Smith Fall Fiesta
Indian Cave
Please contact her if you would like
to sponsor one of these rides
816-792-0338
kroberts77@yahoo.com

A woman walked into the kitchen to find
her husband stalking around with a flyswatter.
"What are you doing? " She asked.
"Hunting flies" he responded.
"Killing any?" she asked.
"Yep, 3 males, 2 females", he replied.
Intrigued, she asked. "How can you tell?"
"3 were on a beer can, 2 were on the phone . . ."
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Diamond of the year nominees for 2001 will appear periodically in future newsletters
Submitted by Kate Smith
When I think of diamonds, my mind comes to two people. Well maybe they fit as
diamonds and some bits of charcoal. These two people, I hate to say, have changed my
life. They’ve made me a better person, made me nicer and given me a new riding style;
“stop, drop and roll.” These people helped me at my first trail ride to have fun and
actually participate. I didn’t know what competitive trail riding was. I just like
being out with my horse. Crupper? Cantle Bag? They befriended me at dinner before
briefing on Friday. At briefing they gave me a map, which I didn’t have, and lent me a
flashlight. I busily watched as they wrote down things such as “Don’t get lost!” My
first day of trail riding consisted of questions. Seven hours? Are you sure? How much
longer?” and lot of singing. As we pulled into camp, I asked another question, “We have
to do this again?” The next afternoon waiting for awards was a fun one for me. I
listened to stories of all the horses those two people back home, where they lived and
how they got together. I was disappointed when the horn honked for the awards, not
because I’d had a horrible ride, but that I would have to wait months to see all of the
wonderful people again at the ride.
The time passed quicker than I thought and soon I was beginning my first full season
of competitive trail riding. Those two people were still right there beside me, letting
me borrow things, telling me about the judges, telling me that I missed a spot while
cleaning my horse. They were also there at awards to cheer me on no matter where I
placed.
It was somewhere near the middle of the year when I became closer to them than
before. I became “Gungadin.” I was also half adopted. They said they adopted the good
half of me. That is if there is one. They also promised to look after the bottomless
pit I lovingly call my horse. They’ve treated me with such kindness and love; I could
only be called one of their daughters.
It’s not all sugar though. I’ve gotten the bluntness, the yelling and the
correcting. I’ve received the “It’s bedtime” spiel. I truly am “one of their own.”
As I star my new, forced, Open career I will look to them for the same guidance, the
same criticism, the same camper or that same amount of hair, but the will always be my
adopted mom and dad. These two people are Bryce and Bobbi Bedsworth.

Submitted by Becki Jackson
Without him, I don’t believe there would have been a Diamonds in the Rough ride.
Without him, I doubt if there would have been lots of rides, as he has put on a great
many, often in new places, carving out the trails where there were none.
For this newbie Ride Manager, he was heaven sent. He answered countless questions,
counseled, consoled, and wisely advised. He made numerous trips to mark and map trails.
When both John Seibert and I had arms in slings, he really had to do double duty! He was
my strong shoulder to lean on all during the ride. He rode safety and was general Mr.
Fixit in camp. I truly do not know what I would have done without him.
He is quick to lend a hand if you are in need, lending equipment, parking your trailer
if you can’t do it, and countless other things. I have no idea how many years he has
offered his auctioneer services for our year end auction. Many times he brings his tents
and sound equipment to rides that need them. He is a safety rider, ride manger and
competitor.
He has been the leader in setting a fashion trend for menswear in our Region. Who can
for get his Peter Pan pants? Why, he’s got a whole group of men wearing them now!
For these and other reasons to numerous to mention, my Diamond of the Year is Steve
Lindsey.
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Region 6 NATRC General Membership Meeting
Minutes
February 16, 2002 Lincoln, Nebraska
Meeting called to order by President Kim Downing at 2:47 PM.
Secretary/Treasurer Report
Minutes distributed and read by Mesimer. Motion by G Petterson, seconded by N Newton, to accept
minutes from September 1, 2001 meeting with corrections. Motion passed.
Mesimer distributed financial information for the year 2001 and the first part of 2002. Information included R6
Financial Statement for the period 1/1 through 12/31/2001; financial summaries for 2001 R6 sponsored rides and
statement for the period 1/1 through 2/7/2002. . Mesimer reviewed highlights of financials and fielded questions:
2001 year end balance of $18,749.39; profit of approximately $4,900. Check book balance as of 2/7/2002 is
$18,017.42. Jackson publicly thanked Mesimer for all hard work she has done in Secretary/Treasurer position this
past year. Motion by E Braznell, seconded by N Newton, to accept financial statement for 2001 as
presented. Motion passed.
Nominations for Region 6 Board of Directors 2002-2004
Downing asked for ballots to be distributed.
IA – Roland Newton
IL – Stacy Bowman
MO – Elizabeth Braznell
NE – Barbara Spahn
KS – Becki Jackson, Ty McCullough
Downing called for further nominations.
IA – Beth Aswegan nominated by Martha Kunkle
NE – Correction, remove Barbara Spahn add Sandy Ries
Motion By G Peterson, seconded by C Edwards, that nominations cease. Motion passed. Motion by C
Jeffcoat, seconded by C Edwards, to accept by unanimous proclamatio Sandy Reis as Nebraska R6 BOD.
Motion passed. Motion by Lucy Hirsch, seconded by Lucie Hess, to accept by unanimous proclamation
Elizabeth Braznell as Missouri R6 BOD. Motion passed.
Election Results
IA – Roland Newton
IL – Stacy Bowman
KS – Ty McCullough
MO – Elizabeth Braznell
NE – Sandy Ries
Committee Reports and/or Announcements
R6 Benefit – Register – Jackie Coleman, horsemanship judge. Those who sent in entry early, let Jacqui know if
you want dinner on Friday night. Need safety riders.
Mo Waltz - Braznell – Meals provided by Girl Scout mounted troop.
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Kanopolis – No Report
Newsletter – Downing, no report. N Newton thanked Downing for her hard work and good job.
Sale Items – Edwards – Spend money back here!
Membership & Publicity – Braznell – Sending out packets to individuals, sent notices of rides to 39 different
publications.
Vests – Downing – Made new Open and CP vests. Those who purchase vest number are to keep vest and are
responsible for taking care of vest. Have extenders if you need them. This vest not always accepted at all R6
rides. Sold $580 in vest numbers. Jackson, Can a person from another region purchase a vest? Yes.
Worker Awards – Spahn – Need to come up ideas for worker awards. What had been used in the past is no
longer available.
Bryce Bedsworth - Hi-Qual dealership.
Jackson - NATRC booth at Equifest, need help Friday, Saturday and Sunday.
Hess - Missouri Equine Council horse fair 2/22-24 free admission at Boone Co Fairgrounds. Need assistance in
survey for economic impact study of MO equine industry USDA and MO Ag will conduct study.
Lindsey – Labor Day 2003 hosting IAHA Championship Ride, need workers. Site will be SW of CC ride in
’98. KS Equifest, Wichita 2/22-24.
Weight Cards – C Jeffcoat will start at Whispering Pines ride.
Regional Points & Awards – Kunkle would like to retire after doing this job for 10 years. Looking for someone
to take over this job.

2003 National Convention
Mike Wallis in charge of procuring hotel. Mike Wallis and Kim Downing co-chairing the
convention.
Cheri Jeffcoat reports that she is working on a couple of committees. She is talking to people one on one about
particulars relating to committee work.
New Business
Auction at 2003 National Convention – Talk to your state directors and let them know if you think auction
should be held, and if so open to everyone or just R6 participation. Bring up in BOD meeting on Sunday.
Motion by C Jeffcoat, seconded by E Braznell, to adjourn the meeting. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at
3:27 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Ruth Mesimer
Secretary/Treasurer
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